























~ Adisc golf course was established and is still open to the public, and a regulation golf course, archery
range, campground and tourist hotel were contemplated.

Today, in addition to the golf course and archery range, walking trails and a driving range are on the
books for future development.

The airport may be "grassroots," but it is growing

Less than 30 years ago, only 30 planes tied down at Dunnellon. In 2008, the FAA's Airport Master
Record reported 52 aircraft based there. As of June 3, there were 71 single-engine, four multi-engine
and five ultralights. That's a growth rate of 54 percent.

Helms noted that more than 150 pilots were on the waiting list for one of the new hangars, and that
almost all are now full.

And while the dog days of summer may seem to have quieted the normal buzz of activity, the FAA
reports 15,000 general aviation operations last year, for an average of 41 per day.

Helms believes that's extraordinary, given the current economic climate.

"I really enjoy being a part of the airfield, especially at this time when there is such a spirit of growth,"
he said. "l like this airport. I'm proud of this airport."

http://www.ocala.com/article/20100618/ARTICLES/6181014/1402/NEWS?p=1&tc=pg
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Robinson, Greg

From: O'Connor, Carolyn

Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2010 3:08 PM

To: Robinson, Greg

Subject: Notes from Phone Call with Marion County Airport

June 22, 2010

John Helms

Alrport Supervisor, Marion County Airport

Office: 352-465-8545: Cell: 352-572-2101; Fax: 352-465-8553
John Helms@marioncountyllLor

MCA uses a business plan approach to airport revenues/expenses. They look at what their revenues
are and base their proposed expenses off this. Operations and expenses were scaled back as a result of
this.

There are 2 full time employees for the entire airport: Mr. Helms who handles administration & field
work as schedule permits. The other manager handles the main field/runway maintenance. All
maintenance is done in-house; nothing is contracted out.

They have 70 T-hangers (48 owned by the county) and 12 corporate hangers. They also have a small
industrial site/park, which is where their revenues come from. They have 22 tie-downs on the ramp.
They have 2 runways: 4,700 feet and 4,900 feet. They have on average one jet per month: most of the
planes are propeller,

They are a “self-service, do-it-yourself airport”. No towing or full-service fueling.

They have a sister airport nearby which is owned by the City which operates with tax dollars. Mr.
Helms said that they are able to do it because of the industrial site and hangers, which provide their
revenues.
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